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DEMOCRATISE AGRICULTURE 
AND FOOD KNOWLEDGE

For Agroecology and Food Sovereignty

Participatory Research; Farmer-to-Farmer Learning; Horizontal networks; Citizen-Science; 
Grassroots Innovation; Participatory Action Research; Transdisciplinarity

THE PROBLEM
Mainstream Research, Knowledge and 
Innovation Systems currently undermine 
agroecology and food sovereignty
We must challenge…

Institutions: The privatisation of research, the close connections between research and 
corporate interests, and the exclusion of farmers and civil society from priority setting 
and decisions on research and funding.

Culture: The practices, attitudes and institutional incentive structures which encourage 
professional researchers to dismiss ‘non-scientific’ knowledge, to privatize research 
outcomes and to relate to farmers and communities in extractive ways.

THE CALL FOR CHANGE
We need to support knowledge processes, research and institutions that…

Support autonomous research
There is much knowledge generated in fields, markets, farmer organizations and civil society 
organisations. This knowledge and innovation is essential to the development of sustainable food 
systems that work for people, but is largely unrecognised and takes place outside of formal 
institutions. It is self-organized, citizen-led and often develops processes and connections that 
scientists are not taking into account in their linear frameworks. It includes values outside the 
market economy and socio-cultural norms embedded in local communities.

Include farmers and civil society in
setting priorities... and public funding
Publically funded research and innovation institutions (e.g. 
E.U Horizon 2020) need to allow for the equal participation 
of citizens and food producers through collective agenda 
and priority setting that serves the public interest. 

Create a dialogues of knowledges
In order to tackle many of the complex and interlinked 
environmental and social challenges that underlie our current food crisis, we must build trust 
between people with different perspectives. New knowledge, innovation and social change 
are most effective when based on a dialogue of knowledges.  The knowledge of professional 
researchers should be combined with the knowledges of farmers, fisherfolk, pastoralists, 
indigenous peoples; and small businesses and civil society groups.

Build networks and capacity
    To scale-out and amplify agroecology and Food Sovereignty in 

Europe, research and knowledge processes are most effective 
when they are based on and further develop networks that 
enable a dialogue of knowledges and collective action.

THE DEMAND
We need…

Research, Knowledge and Innovation directly 
oriented to nourishing people 
with food that is nutritious and 
culturally appropriate, protecting 
the environment, promoting 
public rather than private 
knowledge, stimulating job 
creation over intensifying capital 
and promoting democracy.
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